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Cultural Programme – High House Production Park, Purfleet-on-Thames (Thurrock) 
 
Creative Estuary and High House Production Park invite submissions for two creative proposals that 
will support creative practitioners to produce new work, develop their practice and create impactful, 
high-quality public engagement opportunities that draw on Purfleet on Thames’ past, present and 
future and contribute to the identity and awareness of High House Production Park.  
 
Cultural Programme 
We have exciting and ambitious plans for cultural programming at High House Production Park in 
Purfleet-on-Thames. It begins with an intimate and enchanting Light Festival to mark the start of 
Spring.  Emerging from the darker months, the focus will turn to activating community participation 
by bringing underused spaces back to life and turning overlooked spaces into areas that thrive and 
provide. Moving into the warmer months a festival of colour and music will turn the Park into a space 
for relaxation and reflection. Woven throughout are opportunities for artists, creative practitioners 
and cultural organisations to be involved in the project development, build their experience and 
develop new work.  
 
Call for proposals  
Our intention for these commissions is that they will create a sense of place that celebrates Purfleet 
by evoking local heritage, be inspiring, thought provoking and impactful. Each commission will be 
original and engage the public to think about Purfleet on Thames and High House Production Park in 
new and imaginative ways. These commissions will benefit our area, for example: 
 

• Creative practice has developed and grown in ambition by working in new or different ways  

• Creative collaborations between emerging and established practitioners  

• Local people have collaborated to help shape the commission  

• Reaching new audiences 

• Deliver in alternative places and spaces (public realm, heritage sites, meanwhile use)  
 
What do we mean by a creative commission? 
Examples could be: an installation / a site-specific performance / an immersive experience / cross 
artform collaborative project / curated exhibition / activity that enables the public to develop their 
creativity and learn creative processes.  
 
We are looking to commission activity that supports creative practitioners to strengthen their practice 
and involves the public in the co-creation of new work. We are particularly interested in where the 
collection of potential themes are generated through uncovering local stories linked to the area’s 
heritage and aspirations for the future. Taking inspiration from Purfleet should stimulate creative 
interpretation. 
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By public we mean families, local interest groups, school children or businesses, for instance. We 
anticipate that the activity should have broad public appeal and be free to access.  
 
What is a creative practitioner? 
Creative practitioners include artists, makers, producers and curators working across the creative 
industries. Commissions are open to practitioners who live or work in Thurrock. 
 
What is the investment? 
We are offering up to £7,500 towards the delivery of each proposal. This is inclusive of VAT and will 
be treated as a grant.  
 
Each commission must include all costs associated with producing the commission, including 
practitioner and project management fees, public engagement costs, travel, materials, equipment 
and necessary insurance, permissions and licensing. Creative Estuary and HHPP and its partners will 
help promote public engagement activity, but where specialist and targeted marketing support is 
needed, this should be included in the commission budget.  
 
What is the timescale? 
Application deadline Noon, Tuesday 13th December 
Interviews: Wed 4th January 2023 
Delivery Spring 2023 
 
Developing and positioning Purfleet-on-Thames as a creative community  
The cultural programme and creative commissions form part of a significant co-investment in 
Purfleet-on-Thames that is about testing and demonstrating new practice in the role of culture in 
place-making. Known as the Purfleet-on-Thames Cultural Co-Location Pilot, the programme seeks to 
develop a strong cultural identity for Purfleet-on-Thames, showing it to be an attractive place to live, 
where new and existing spaces for culture, and a vibrant, skilled and ambitious creative community, 
will contribute to regional economic growth and foster individual and community wellbeing and 
improved social cohesion for new and existing communities.  
 
The Purfleet-on-Thames Cultural Co-Location Pilot is a Creative Estuary project. Joint partners in the 
work include Thurrock Council and Purfleet Community Regeneration Limited. The creative 
commissions outlined in this brief are supported by High House Production Park. Further information 
about Creative Estuary is at the end of this document.   
 
High House Production Park (HHPP) is an international centre of excellence for creative industries in 
Purfleet-on-Thames, Thurrock. Tenants include Royal Opera House, ACME Studios, South Essex 
College and Thurrock Council.  
 
The site at High House comprises a collection of buildings that have stood for over 450 years 
alongside state-of-the-art production facilities, artist studios and creative workspaces. Areas of the 
park are open to the public and include public gardens and play spaces.  
 
Cultural Programming – High House Production Park (HHPP) 
A cultural programme to take place from March to July 2023 is in development and the outputs of this 
brief will form part of this programme and take place at HHPP. Commissioned practitioners are 
encouraged to connect to the programme narrative and capitalise on public engagement moments.  
 
HHPP is located in Purfleet on Thames, an area rich in industrial and maritime heritage and on the 
cusp of major regeneration. The Purfleet-on-Thames regeneration scheme will further develop 
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creative industries on the River Thames as part of a new town centre, 2,850 new homes, an 
integrated medical centre, improved transport infrastructure, a new primary school, new outdoor 
spaces and potential film and TV production studios. Further info: www.ourpurfleet.com  
 
These creative commissions arrive at a time when a new Thurrock-wide Plan for Culture is in 
development and will be co-designed and co-owned by everyone who lives, works, learns in the 
Borough, ensuring culture is at the heart of everyday life. The plan will create a framework that 
reinforces the role culture can play in harnessing opportunity and creating healthier, wealthier, 
exciting places.  
 
The creative commissions demonstrate a commitment from all partners to create the conditions and 
opportunity for artists and creative practitioners – at all stages of their career – to develop their 
practice and realise their creative ambitions in innovative ways and often through co-development 
with local communities which combined, breathes life into the public realm and contribute towards a 
shared sense of identity and place.  
 
How to apply 
Please set your response to this invitation on no more than four pages A4, including images and 
weblinks if useful. We want to hear about your exciting ideas and ambitions and how you will work 
with local communities to deliver your commission. Your proposal should tell us about the following:  
 

• what you'd like to do  

• how your project will involve local communities   

• how your project will create a sense of place  

• who will benefit from your project  

• what difference the creative commission will make to your practice and what will the impact 
be on your work  

• how this supports your longer-term ambitions 

• where on the Park your project will take place 

• your connections to Thurrock  

• a budget breakdown 

• a timeline for the work  

• your experience delivering a project like this  
 
Criteria for selection 

1. How clear your plans are to engage with local communities  
2. Evidence of how commission will impact your practice  
3. How clearly you have demonstrated that this is new work and that it responds to this 

particular brief 
4. How realistic and achievable the commission is in terms of delivery and budget 

 
Selection 
The Creative Commissions will be selected by an advisory board made up of HHPP trustees and 
tenants, Thurrock Council representative, Creative Estuary, local heritage groups and residents with 
expertise across range of artforms, community engagement and heritage.  
 
Deadline 
Responses should be emailed to Roxie Curry at r.curry@harrischaffordhundred.org.uk no later than 
noon on Tuesday 13th December 2022. If you have any questions or require further information, 
please contact Roxie Curry at the email above. 
 

http://www.ourpurfleet.com/
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About Creative Estuary 
 
CREATIVE ESTUARY has a vision to forge a new future founded on creative energy and innovation, 
along the length of the Thames Estuary. The project is supported by the Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and led by the University of Kent on behalf of a consortium of public 
sector and cultural organisations. They include the South East Local Enterprise Partnership (SELEP), 
Kent and Essex County Councils, the Greater London Authority, 11 local authority areas represented 
by Greater North Kent and Opportunity South Essex, South East Creative Economy Network (SECEN), 
University of Essex, Locate in Kent and cultural organisations Metal and Cement Fields. In early 2019 
the University of Kent was awarded £4.3m from the DCMS Cultural Development Fund on behalf of 
the partners. The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport funds the Cultural Development 
Fund which is administered by Arts Council England. 
 
Cultural Co-location Pilots   
Ebbsfleet Development Corporation (EDC) and Thurrock Council (for Purfleet major regeneration 
scheme) are joint partners delivering pilot projects for Creative Estuary's Spark 5 workstream.    
   
Cultural Co-location is about testing and demonstrating new practice in the role of culture in planning 
and placemaking, through co-locating cultural facilities within planned civic infrastructure in different 
development scenarios. By ‘co-location’ we mean exploring opportunities to integrate cultural 
facilities and other uses into civic buildings and outdoor spaces; facilitating places for creative 
activity. Spark 5 is being overseen by University of Kent.  
  
Spark 5 will support Ebbsfleet and Purfleet to jointly test and develop new approaches to 
infrastructure delivery including:   
  
1. Co-located and integrated facilities for cultural activities into local community facilities and the 
wider outdoor public realm.    
2. Specialist beacon facilities that serve creative practices as part of a process that responds to 
community need, demand and requirement that can provide city-wide value.    
3. Landmark cultural facilities serving the wider Thames Estuary region.    
    
Working collaboratively to capture learning from past and current experience will enable both pilots 
to apply holistic and inclusive approaches that move development away from silo thinking and single 
use assumptions and generates best practice models which are of value to other new developments. 
Cultural Co-location will support Ebbsfleet and Purfleet to develop a strong cultural identity and 
become attractive places for people to live; offer employment opportunities and new spaces for 
culture that will contribute to regional economic growth, and foster individual and community 
wellbeing and improved social cohesion for new and existing communities.   
 

    
  


